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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action 
can be found in a prior Office action. 

2. Claim 1-10, 17, 23-25, 30, 31, 33, 35-40 and 42-45 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Srinivasan et al. (US 6,304,549). 

Regarding to claim 1, Srinivasan teaches a method for rerouting a 
connection in a data communication network, comprising: establishing the 
connection in the data communication network, wherein the connection is managed 
by a control plane 105, 200 (Column 7 Line 32-41); monitoring status of a selected 
characteristic of the connection using a user connection monitoring function 315; 
and when the status of the selected characteristic is determined to be unacceptable, 
initiating control plane rerouting of the connection (Column 17 Line 22-25). 

Regarding to claim 2, Srinivasan teaches the selected characteristic includes 
continuity on the connection (Column 17 Line 1-4). 

Regarding to claim 3, Srinivasan teaches the selected characteristic includes 
at least one of: data corruption on the connection, data loss on the connection, 
latency along the connection, and misinsertion of data on the connection (Column 
2 Line 57-61). 
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Regarding to claim 4, Srinivasan teaches the data communication network 
supports asynchronous transfer mode (ATM) protocol (Column 5 Line 2-8). 

Regarding to claim 5, Srinivasan teaches the control plane is a signaling 
plane (Column 5 Line 43 - Column 6 Line 12, see Figure 3). 

Regarding to claim 6, Srinivasan teaches the signaling plane uses private 
network-to-network interface (PNNI) 56. 

Regarding to claim 7, Srinivasan teaches the connection is a soft permanent 
virtual connection (SPVC) (Column 2 Line 32). 

Regarding to claim 8, Srinivasan teaches the connection is a switched 
connection (Figure 1). 

Regarding to claim 9, Srinivasan teaches the user connection monitoring 
function utilizes operation and management (0AM) cells (Column 16 Line 58-62). 

Regarding to claim 10, Srinivasan teaches the user connection monitoring 
function includes 0AM continuity checking (Column 16 Line 58-66). 

Regarding to claim 17, Srinivasan teaches initiating control plane rerouting 
of the connection fiirther comprises initiating a soft reroute (Column 17 Line 22- 
25). 

Regarding to claim 23, Srinivasan teaches a data communication network, 
comprising: a source node (End Host A in Figure 1); a destination node (End Host 
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B in Figure 1) operably coupled to the source node via a first connection that 
carries a data stream, wherein the source node injects diagnostic traffic into the 
data stream, wherein the destination node monitors the diagnostic traffic (0AM in 
Column 16 Line 58-62) in the data stream; and a control block 50 operably 
coupled to the source node and the destination node, wherein when status of a 
selected characteristic associated with the diagnostic traffic is determined to be 
unacceptable, the control block performs a control plane reroute that establishes a 
second connection that couples the source node and the destination node (Column 
17 Line 22-25). 

Regarding" to claim 24, Srinivasan teaches the data stream includes a 
plurality of asynchronous transfer mode (ATM) cells (Column 5 Line 2-8). 

Regarding to claim 25, Srinivasan teaches the diagnostic traffic includes 
operation and management (OAM) continuity checking cells (Column 16 Line 58- 
66). 

Regarding to claim 30, Srinivasan teaches the first and second connections 
are soft permanent virtual circuits (Column 2 Line 32). 

Regarding to claim 31, Srinivasan teaches the first and second connections 
are switched connections (Figure 1). 
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Regarding to claim 33, Srinivasan teaches the control block establishes the 
second connection as a part of a soft reroute (Column 17 Line 22-25). 

Regarding to claim 35, Srinivasan teaches the selected characteristic 
includes at least one of: data corruption on the first connection, data loss on the 
first connection, latency along the first connection, and misinsertion of data on the 
first connection (Column 2 Line 57-61). 

Regarding to claim 36, Srinivasan teaches a method for rerouting a 
connection in an asynchronous transfer mode (ATM) data communication 
network, comprising: establishing the soft permanent virtual connection (SPVC) in 
the ATM data communication network (Column 2 Line 32), wherein the 
connection is managed by a control plane 105, 200 (Column 7 Line 32-41); using 
operation and management (0AM) cells to monitor at least one characteristic of 
the connection (Column 16 Line 58-62); and when status of the at least one 
characteristic is determined to be unacceptable, initiating control plane rerouting of 
the connection (Column 17 Line 22-25). 

Regarding to claim 37, Srinivasan teaches the connection is a soft permanent 
virtual connection (SPVC) (Colunm 2 Line 32). 

Regarding to claim 38, Srinivasan teaches the connection is switched virtual 
connection (SVC) (Column 7 Line 61-65). 
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Regarding to claim 39, Srinivasan teaches the control plane is a signaling 
plane (Column 5 Line 43 - Column 6 Line 12, see Figure 3). 

Regarding to claim 40, Srinivasan teaches the signaling plane uses private, 
network-to-network interface (PNNI) 56. 

Regarding to claim 42, Srinivasan teaches a method for rerouting a 
connection in a data communication network, comprising: detecting a fault in the 
connection in the user plane 315; and triggering a reroute of the connection in the 
control plane based on the fault detected (Column 17 Line 22-25). 

Regarding to claim 43, Srinivasan teaches detecting a fault further comprises 
detecting a fault using operation and management (0AM) services running within 
the user plane (Column 16 Line 58-62). 

Regarding to claim 44, Srinivasan teaches the connection is a soft permanent 
virtual connection (SPVC) (Column 2 Line 32). 

Regarding to claim 45, Srinivasan teaches triggering a reroute further 
comprises triggering a soft reroute (Column 17 Line 22-25). 

Response to Arguments 
3 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 -46 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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A llowable Subject Matter 

4. Claim 11-16, 18-22, 26-29, 32, 34, 41 and 46 are objected to as being 
dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in 
independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The following patents are cited to further show the state of 
the art with respect to the invention in general. 

U.S. Patent 5,241,534 to Oihuro et al. 
U.S. Patent 5,347,271 to Iwasaki 
U.S. Patent 6,061,735 to Rogers 
U.S. Patent 6,301,252 toRangachar 
U.S. Patent 6,470,385 to Nakashima et al. 
U.S. Pub. 2002/0015386 to Kajiwara 
U.S. Pub. 2005/0259571 to Battou 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Clemence Han whose telephone number is. 
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(571) 272-3158. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 7 - 
5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Huy Vu can be reached on (571) 272-31 55. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Clemence Han 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2668 




